Science wing ready early |

for Glen Rock students

By EVONNE COUTROS
STAFF WRITER

GLEN ROCK — The new two-
story science wing at Glen Roclk
High School/Middle School s set
to open when classes begin on
Tuestay — five months ahead of
schedule and between $3 million
and $5 million under hudget.

“Students were not supposed to
come in until fanwary, bt we're sig-
nificantly ahead of schedule," Busi-
ness Administrator Michas] Rin.
derlmecht said of the $28 million
phase of the $45.3 million project.

“We're under budget %3 million
to §5 million,” Superintendent
David C. Verducei satd. “We don't
Imow what the final cosis will be,
because estimates made can come
in lower than origialty anticipated,
but we have eliminated wagte. The
building will be open for students
on the firsl day of schoo).

The 35,112-square-foot building
adds flexible bielogy, chemistry and
physics laboratories, a computer-
aided drawing lab, and 2 greern-
house. Industral and engineering
classrooms are also part of the ad.
dition approved by the public two
years apo, _

The Improvements included up-
grades made to the district's four el-
ementary schools,

“The labs are ‘flexible’ in ihat #
allows fexible scheduling” Ver-
ducei said of the architectura] de-
sign. For instance, if sections of bi-
ology are not needed s much as
sections of physics or chemistry,

- the labs can be adapted to fit what

isneeded most. That ability to inter-
change saves money, Verdueei

“sdid,

The construction and renova-
tion plan was approved in March
2008. The bonds were sold.durin E
an all-time fow, and there was no

shortage of construction compa-

nies bidding comtpetitively on the
project. Sixdy-three vied for por-
tions of the $28 million phase at
the high school/middle schoat.

Studenis will also have a new
3,449-sguare-foot performing arts
wing and STEM (science, techng)-
Ogy, engineering and math) online
instruction facilities. There are up-
grades to the lighting and audio gys-
tem in the adjacent auditorium,
which hias new seating and air cop-
ditioning. :

‘The last phase of the project is
the addition of the adminisirative

wing of offices to the back of the

school. That phase will be complete -

by Iate 2011, Verdueei said.
The Glen Roclt

the savings and payments on the
30-year bond after the final phase,
“It will be revisited once the
project is 100 percent complete,”
Rinderlmecht said.
The safefy aspets and standards
in the lahs exceed the minfmum set

by faw, and the opening on Tues- |
day will give students a jump on re-

Tuaining competitive in the sci-
ences, Verducci said. .
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